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WINNER’S CIRCLE

Perseverance is such a powerful trait.
We all know that sticking with something
can bring results, but it’s a real bear to
do it, since we expend so much energy
and so many resources. But Jeanné Will-
erth has proven she has what it takes to
reach the upper rungs of success. After
many years flying in the all-women’s Air
Race Classic, Jeanné crossed the finish
line in fourth place. That’s out of forty-
five entrants and 104 aviators. That’s not
bad, folks! Our heartiest congratulations
to Jeanné. Read more about it on Page 9.
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President’'s Corner

EAA Chapter 91 president Rob Schmitt

AirVenture is here! One of my biggest surprises in life was my first trip to
Oshkosh in 2007. It was like Christmas is for kids! | was so amazed by all the
aircraft, people, and exhibits, | haven’t recovered yet. The only way to solve
my sickness is to visit every year.

If you are here with us this year, please let me know, and I’ll get you on the
chapter’s information distribution list. Also, make sure you attend our
chapter lunch on Tuesday, July 21, at noon. The location will be at the
Chapters Pavillion in Camp Scholler.

Since we have such a huge number of chapter members in Oshkosh this
month, we will not be having either a Young Eagles event or a monthly
gathering. We will pick up on those again in August. Our next

Young Eagles event will be on August 15. We are doing something new in
September. We will be supporting the Lee’s Summit Airport with food
service during lunchtime for the Special Olympics event coming up on
September 19 at Hangar 2. We will need 6-9 folks to run grills serving
hotdogs, hamburgers, and beverages. This will be in addition to our Young
Eagles event on that same day, so we will need some extra volunteers to
cover all the happenings that day. If you would like to sign up for this event,
please send me an email at robert7721@aol.com.

Upcoming Chapter 91 highlights include:

IMC/VMC Club, Monday, July 13, 7 pm.

Chapter lunch at AirVenture, Tuesday, July 21, 12 noon.

Next board meeting, Monday, August 3, 7 pm.

Hangar setup and potluck dinner, August 14. 1 pm for setup, 6 pm
for potluck.

Young Eagles and pancake breakfast, Saturday, August 15.

o Monthly chapter gathering August 17, 7 pm.
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EAA CHAPTER 91 GATHERING
MINUTES

June 15, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Chris St. Germain at 7:01 pm with Bob
Bond leading the Pledge of Allegiance, following a warm welcome to all our new members
and guests. In Rob’s absence, Chris provided the president’s announcements and regretted to
share with everyone the passing of chapter member Matthew Swope. Chris also shared that
the chapter was awarded Gold Status for 2025. Thank you to everyone who made that
possible. The meeting minutes from May’s gathering were approved with a motion by Chris
Hope and a second by Bruce Hood. The motion passed. Bricks for the memorial walk will be
ordered for both Matt Swope and Bill Hayden. Chris provided the Young Eagles’ update and
shared that in May, Chapter 91 flew fifty-five kids. The next Young Eagles event will be
June 20, and a friendly reminder to all that there will be no Young Eagles in July. In August,
Chapter 91 will be hosting a Young Eagles event here at Lee’s Summit and one in Ottawa.

Old Business: Jim Brady updated the chapter on the status of the Ray Scholarship. This
year’s scholarship will be $12,000. The interviews of the five candidates have been
completed, and we hope to announce the winner at the next gathering. Chris provided the
Hedrick Scholarship update and shared that Charlie Licata is close to finishing his instrument
rating. The chapter plans to award another scholarship in the fall. Griff Pickett will be
helping out with running the 50/50 drawing in the future, so make sure to buy your tickets to
support the scholarship! A signup sheet was passed around for June 20’s Young Eagles and
pancake breakfast event. Hangar setup and the potluck will be held on June 19, with
hamburgers and hotdogs provided. Chapter camping at Oshkosh 2026 has been finalized with
five spots being filled.

A chapter lunch will take place at Oshkosh on Tuesday, July 21, at 12:00 noon. There is a
signup sheet for those chapter Oshkosh attendees who are interested. Chapter 91 will be
supporting the Special Olympics event at Hangar 2 on Saturday, September 19, from 10 am
to 3 pm. Stay tuned for more details! A flyover of an aircraft(s) was requested by KC Royals
for opening events for the Little League tournament, and information was shared regarding
that event. Jeanné Willerth shared that she will be talking on the radio about her participation
in the Air Race Classic.

Wants and Needs: Fred Schieszer shared information regarding the next Missouri Pilots
Association meeting. Mujahid Abdulrahim would like to organize a missing man flyover to
honor Matt. Please contact him for more information.

Calendar: June Young Eagles/pancake breakfast June 20. Hangar Setup at 1 pm and potluck
at 6 pm on June 19. July board meeting Monday, July 6, 7 pm. IMC/VMC Club Monday,
July 13, at 7 pm. In-person only. August chapter gathering Monday, August 17, at 7 pm.
August Young Eagles and pancake breakfast: August 15.

Presentation: Lisa Cunningham and her co-workers from Kansas City Approach gave a
riveting talk.

Adjournment
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Our next meeting of the IMC Club will be_Monday, July 13th at 7:00
p.m. Central Daylight Time.

Ever had one of those nights when everything seems to go wrong?
Little things. Like a night IFR flight when it is a bit bumpy, and the
autopilot won’t engage. And then the GPS dies. And then you get a
faint smell of electrical smoke.

Come chat with us and see what your fellow pilots have done in
situations like this. Or share with us how you reacted when it
happened to you.

We meet at the Chapter 91 EAA hangar at the Lee's Summit
Airport. Driving directions - take 1-470 to Exit 9, Douglas Drive / Lee's
Summit Drive, and turn north. At the bottom of the hill, turn right and
follow the road to the end. The Larry Young Eagle hangar is on the
west side of the parking lot next to the Cessna on a Post.

There is no cost to sit in on our monthly meetings. IMC membership
is free to EAA members and guests. Not an EAA member? Ask me
about a free six-month EAA membership.

Chris Hope, CFI-I, IMC Club Facilitator
2018 FAA Flight Instructor of the Year, Central Region
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AIRCRAFT & ACRODYNAMICS RerAIRs
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Tom MCNERNEY
(816) 309-6038
TOME@ LAMINARCONSULTING.COM
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LAST MONTH’S PROGRAM

When we announced an FAA controller was going to speak, our attendance jumped.
It seems everyone wants to meet these folks and learn more about how they view
us and the airspace system. Well, the membership certainly wasn’t disappointed!
Not only did Lisa Cunningham show up, so did a whole passel of her cohorts, and
once introduced, they were off and running. Nate Koppel, Tyler Wilkes, Mike
Johnson, and Lisa’s husband, David, joined in the fun. They even brought a future
controller, their daughter with them, though in the ensuing enthusiasm, | failed to
get her name. Oops!

The controllers immediately interfaced with the membership, and the program
became as much a question-and-answer session as it was instructional. Everybody
had questions, but we learned a lot, including how controllers deal with pilots of all
experience and skill levels. They also showed photos of some of the equipment and
displays they use in their work and explained why voicing the “Kilo” on an airport
identifier was not needed. That was really interesting!

Lisa talked about MCl’s beginnings back in 1997 and how the numbers of arrivals
and departures had changed over the years. We also learned that Kansas City hosts
many trainee-controllers who cut their teeth working with local traffic. She
discussed the backgrounds and experience controllers bring to the occupation,
which range from former airline pilots and CFls, to those who do not fly.

The controllers answered many questions centered on Class B airspace procedures
and quite a bit about flight following. One great piece of advice was the importance
of informing ATC if you are a student. Confessing that brings lots of empathy and
TLC from the controllers.

Ultimately, Lisa and her group invited us to visit the TRACON and MCI’s tower. That
would certainly be worthwhile! We appreciate meeting these folks and would love
to hear more from them someday.
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THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM

Since so many Chapter 91 members are either on their way to or already in
residence at this year’s AirVenture in Oshkosh, we will not be holding our regular
monthly gathering on the third Monday of the month in July. Be sure to cross that
date off your calendars since, if you show up at the regularly appointed time, you
will most likely be the only one there. But we will be back on schedule in August, so
please plan to join us then. We will provide more details next month, but our
speaker is someone you will most definitely want to hear.

JULY’S YOUNG EAGLES

As you know by now, we will not be holding our monthly Young Eagles rally and
pancake breakfast in July. The absence of a large part of our membership who are
at AirVenture in Oshkosh takes its toll once again this year. We will return to our
normal schedule (the third Saturday of each month) in August, so we look forward
to seeing you then. If you had hoped to encourage a young person to attend this
free flight program, just tell them to move their plans to August, and they can attend
then. We apologize for any inconvenience, but Oshkosh frequently makes us change
our plans. See you in August.

JULY’S POTLUCK COOKOUT

... and, since all that is the case, you may already have guessed we will also not
hold our monthly potluck cookout either. Yeah, Oshkosk kinda does that to us. But
since we are a very resilient chapter and fully capable of rolling with the punches,
we’ll be back in August for the next one. | would be willing to bet we will hear stories
about 2026’s AirVenture, and those alone would be worth the effort. So, thanks to
everyone for your patience while we adjust to July’s non-standard schedule. We will
see you again in August.
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SCHOLARSHIP UPDATES

RAY SCHOLARSHIP

Now that Benjamin Caughron has completed his scholarship requirements and has
earned his private pilot’s license, it's time to help another worthy candidate
complete that same mission. Ray Scholarship Coordinator Jim Brady and his
selection committee have chosen a potential winner and submitted that
information to EAA headquarters. EAA has the final say, so now we wait to learn if
our choice will be approved. Members may not be aware that not all candidates
pass EAA’s muster; some are rejected even though the chapter has placed them in
contention. That is why this selection process takes time. However, Jim says he is
confident ours will be approved, and when it is, he will announce the name. Chapter
91 has been highly successful in managing this $12,000 scholarship, and we believe
this one will work out very well. Jim hopes to let us know the outcome shortly.

HEDRICK SCHOLARSHIP

Rob Schmitt reported that Charlie Licata is very close to completing his instrument
rating, and Noah Freeman, even after moving to Seattle, still has access to the
balance of his funds to complete his CFl. We wish both Charlie and Noah the best
of luck, and know they will do well.

The next scholarships will be contested and awarded in the fall. These $2,000
awards can be applied to nearly any aviation-related endeavor, and do not hold the
stricter limits of the Ray Scholarship. If you know someone who would benefit from

this scholarship, contact Rob with that information. You can reach him at
robert7721@aol.com.
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JEANNE PLACES FOURTH IN NATIONAL AIR RACE

Chapter 91’s own Jeanné, a longtime participant in the annual Air Race Classic, has
placed fourth in this year’s air race. Along with her copilot, Julia Rew, and her trusty
Cessna 182 “Charlie,” Jeanné dodged major weather issues to complete the
grueling full-throttle 1,744-mile race in her best time ever. The final day covered
more than 1,400 miles alone and forced major deviations to skirt around weather
which plagued the forty-six airplanes all four days of the contest.

Jeanné and Julia, who was in her first race, launched from St. Louis Regional in East
Alton, IL, and finished in Mount Vernon, IL. Along the way, they made mandatory
stops in Frankfort, KY; Spartanburg, SC; Douglas, GA; Tanner, AL; McComb, MS;
Russellville, AR; St. Joseph, MO; and Prairie du Chien, WI.

Jeanné again this year named her team “SHEnanigans,” and her 182 sported race
number 31. Jeanné said that of the forty-six planes entered, not all made it to the
finish line. Both mechanical issues and the aforementioned weather took their toll.
One team of younger racers experienced engine failure but landed safely in a field.
Interestingly enough, after a field replacement of that engine, they were able to
attend the awards banquet at the end.

Altogether, some 104 women making up forty-five teams flew in the race. And to
place that high isn’t a matter of luck; it’s a combination of skill, experience, and
determination, which we know Jeanné has. Our hats are off to Jeanné and Julia, and
we look forward to hearing all about their experiences at an upcoming chapter
program. Congrats, Jeanné! You make us proud.
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CHAPTER ELECTIONS COMING

While it is still a bit early, we thought you might want to start thinking about whom
you would like to have for officers and board members for the next two years. Yes,
our bylaws tell us to hold chapter elections in the even-numbered years, and 2026
qualifies.

At the last board meeting, Rob indicated he would be willing to serve another two-
year term, but that will be his last one. After he asked if anyone wanted to vacate
his or her current position, no hands went up, so on the surface, we have an initial
slate of candidates.

However, anyone may jump in and seek election, so it’s still open. The offices are:
president (currently Rob Schmitt), vice president (Chris St. Germain), secretary
(Becca Wescamp), and treasurer (Sandy Rice). The board members are Larry
Rhoads, Jim Brady, Phil Ishmael, Griff Pickett, Tom Licata, and Alexandro Paredes.
Alexandro was not at the meeting, so we really don’t know his preferences.

So, be thinking about the chapter’s leadership. We would welcome nominations
from the membership, and who knows? You might win! The election will be held in
November with the new term beginning in January 2027. That means you still have
a few months to decide.

If you would like to know more about the various offices, feel free to contact any
officer or board member to get the straight scoop. As an aside, while the position
of newsletter editor is appointed and not elected, your current editor is willing to
pass along those duties to another member. He would also be happy to help with
the transition for however many months it might take. The editor also serves on the
board, but it is a non-voting position. But the board meetings provide much clarity
for what goes into the newsletter so they are a valuable resource, not to mention a
lot of fun. Please give it some thought. Thirteen years really is long enough, and it’s
time for someone else to take over. Please feel free to ask any questions of me or
any of the current officers or board members.
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BENJAMIN COMPLETES SCHOLARSHIP

The logistics had caused some heartburn since our latest Ray Scholar, Benjamin
Caughron, had interrupted the final phase of his private pilot training to start
college in California. That required an unexpected transition from Cessna to Piper
airplanes, and locating instruction for the final phase of his training. Not to mention
the never-ending frustration of finding a DPE to authenticate the license. But
everything worked out beautifully, and our Ray Scholarship Coordinator, Jim Brady,
made it official at our last gathering. Our heartiest congratulations for all your

perseverance, Benjamin, and welcome to the pilot community. Well done.

NOEL’S RV-7

If you attended last month’s chapter gathering, you got to see Noel Duerksen’s
gorgeous RV-7, N191BD. Noel had parked the plane close to the Larry Young Eagle
Hangar to make it easy for us to see during the intermission. Most everyone trekked
outside, and the comments were to be expected: “Beautiful!” “Awesome!” “Great
job!” Obviously, everyone was impressed with the quality and great looks of the
completed project. Nice job, Noel! What? Go along for a ride? Why, sure. We’d love
to!

TIM’S PIZZA
In The Country Meadow’s Center
17201 E. 40 Highway
Independence, MO
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NEED AIRVENTURE PICTURES

Since we have so many members attending Oshkosh, | am putting out a request for
pictures from the event. We know everyone takes a lot of pictures, and we would
love to publish some of them in future newsletters. That way, you can share your
experiences with those of us unable to be there.

We would ask that the images be shot in landscape mode — that means with the
phone or camera held horizontally. Technically, the newsletter is formatted to
accept that orientation, and trying to work in portrait-style images (upright or
vertical) creates an unnecessary level of difficulty. So please keep that in mind.

Your subject can be aircraft, interesting people, scenic views, or anything else you
find noteworthy. If we publish your image(s), you will definitely be given credit.

If you would like to submit some, please provide them full-size, and send them to
my email account, BruceEHood@gmail.com. | will handle the cropping and photo

editing on my end, so you won’t have to. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact me. We all look forward to seeing what you saw.

CHAPTER LUNCH AT OSHKOSH

If you are going to be at AirVenture on Tuesday, July 21, please make plans to join
the rest of your Chapter 91 comrades at the Chapters Pavillion in Camp Sholler. Rob
is planning lunch for everyone, and you should enjoy it if you can. You might want
to send him an email so he will be expecting you. You can reach him at
robert7721@aol.com. But don’t wait until the last day — do it now so he knows how

many to prepare for. Oh! And have a great time!
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LESSONS LEARNED

by Earl Downs

It was about the year 1999 when | first met a little ultralight being put on the market
known as the Kitfox Lite. | had a chance to take a flight in the prototype and decided
| needed one of these. | cut a deal where | would get a good price on the kit and
agreed to lease back my completed plane to Kitfox so they could use it as an airshow
demonstrator.

For the SUN’n FUN and EAA AirVenture shows, Kitfox would stop by my place with
a trailer, take my plane to the show, then bring it back to me after the show. | made
other arrangements to be at the event to perform the demonstration flying.

My lesson learned this day occurred at SUN’n FUN in 2002. The ultralight field at
SUN’n FUN is similar to the one at EAA AirVenture. It’s the place to show off
lightweight airplanes in a picnic-like atmosphere. The entire flight would remain in
the traffic pattern, so | figured | would take it around four or five times. As it turned
out, | only made it around the pattern once, and | was not having fun.

After takeoff, at about fifty feet above the ground, | realized something was wrong
with the controls. The airplane was flying in a clumsy manner, and it was not
responding properly to aileron movement. This airplane had flaperons, which
means they act as ailerons and flaps, and they were hinged from the fuselage to the
wingtip, slightly below the wing itself. | couldn’t figure out what was wrong, but |
knew | had to get it on the ground. My pattern was abbreviated, and on short final
approach, | pulled the flap handle to extend full-down flaperons. The little airplane
rolled suddenly and violently to the left, with the bank almost reaching 90°. |
retracted the flaperons, regained control, and landed.

While taxiing back to the parking place, | saw the problem. My left flaperon was
hanging down and not connected to the control stick or the flap handle. Where did
| go wrong?

This was the first flight of the day, which meant the wings had to be unfolded and
the control cables connected to the flaperon using a clevis pin, held in place by a
lock pin on each wing. Simple enough.

However, as | was performing my preflight procedures, | suddenly heard a very loud
“thump,” and as | turned around to where the sound came from, | saw an ultralight

Continued on next page. . ..
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.. ..Continued from Page 13

upside down on the grass runway. | was only about thirty or forty feet away from
the runway, and | took off in a sprint along with several other people to help the
pilot who was having trouble getting out of the inverted airplane. We helped, he
was okay, and | went back to my airplane.

Now, back to my control problem. In my self-debrief, | realized that the reason my
left flaperon was disconnected was that | had been distracted during my preflight. |
know both flaperons were working before | took off because | checked my controls
from the cockpit. That meant the clevis pin was installed. However, the locking pin
that held it in place must have been left off or not fastened correctly.

My lesson learned was that if you are ever distracted while pre-flighting your
aircraft, Start The Preflight Over Again!

6717 W 119th St 7540 Metcalf Avenue 12 NE Sycamore

Overland Park, KS 66209  Overland Park, KS 66204  Lee’s Summit, MO 64086
913-345-1380 (p) 913-232-7878 (p) 816-246-7177 (p)
913-345-2197 (f) 913-291-2695 (f) 816-246-7132 (f)
bvgoodyear.com oadesbrothers.com douglostire.com

Family owned
and operated for

Andrew Gallaher S i
Manager - Douglas Tire o)

BEB @’7
andrew.gallaher@oadesbrothers.com T
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Book Review — The Forgotten 500 — The Untold Story of the Men

Who Risked All for the Greatest Rescue Mission of World War Il
by Gregory Freeman

Review by Chris Hope, Master CFl

This month, | have a book about a little-known event of World War I,
I sl and how the errors made at the time affected Europe and the United
e States for the following seventy years. This book was published in
#L‘_Ij:ﬂ_ 2007, and | am continually surprised by how much is still being
l ) !__‘Iﬁ ‘TEA revealed about that war seventy years later.
TUUFTLY

f

Gregory Freeman’s story begins with the B-17 and B-24 bombing
raids over Ploesti, Romania. Like a lot of targets of the time, this was
a city that was probably totally unknown to most of the aircrews six
months earlier. But all who flew the missions would come to know
this city and the surrounding area with a new familiarity. Around the
city of Ploesti resided some of the largest petroleum refineries of the
Third Reich. The Allied High Command wanted them eliminated; the
German Command wanted them preserved at all costs. And the result was one of the
deadliest sets of missions for those pilots who flew them. On the first day of the raids, one-
third of the aircraft that departed from their bases in Southern Italy did not return. And
another third returned but were so damaged that they never flew again. Similar raids
continued throughout the war.

Yugoslavia, south of Romania, has two attributes that made it extremely hazardous to the
aircrews who bailed out of their crippled aircraft on their way home. In the 1940s, as in the
hundreds of years earlier, and even to this day, that area known as the Balkan Peninsula is
populated by numerous ethnic groups who do not mix well. And the area is mountainous
and impassable.

This story is not so much about the flights to and from Ploesti as it is about the crew
members who were fortunate enough to fly to the target and begin their return, but not
fortunate enough to make it home. By the end of the war, over 500 airmen were gathered
together and returned to their bases in Italy. To do so, each of them had to be safely
shepherded through the German-held territory and brought to staging locations. And
because there was no means to travel through the mountains, someone needed to build a
runway on the side of the mountain, through the forest, and someone needed to land a C-
47 on that runway, at night, with no lights. And someone needed to do that over and over
again.

But there was one more major complication. Politics. Rescue decisions were colored by the
turf wars between the US State Department and OSS, and between the intelligence
services of the United States and England. Additionally, two major ethnic groups of the
area were battling one another to determine who would rule Yugoslavia after the war — the
Chetniks, led by General Drazo Mihailovich, and the partisans, led by General Josip Tito.

Continued on next page . . .
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... continued from Page 15

While the airmen were being saved by the Chetniks, the Partisans were more successful in
gaining the ears of Winston Churchill and FDR. Although FDR did not live to realize the
fact, Winston Churchill admitted in 1946 that siding with General Tito was his biggest
mistake of the war. Because of this Allied decision, General Tito was able to hand the
country of Yugoslavia to Russian Premier Stalin after the war, one of the acts that led
Churchill to state, "From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain had
descended across the Continent."

Although Churchill knew that he had been duped, it was not until the late 1990’s that the
reasons were fully understood. Through the war years and into the 1950s, the British
intelligence community was rife with Soviet spies. The most notable were the Cambridge
Five - Kim Philby, Guy Burgess, Anthony Blunt, Donald Maclean, and John Cairncross. All
five were high-ranking members of the British government, and all were dedicated to
ensuring the success of worldwide communism.

Gregory Freeman weaves a great story of aviators, pilots, navigators, and gunners, along
with a story of intrigue and politics that is still relevant today. This book is worth your time.

Chris loves to read, write, and fly, but not necessarily in that order
You can reach him at: Thehopeschris@gmail.com
And here are more favorites: www.ChrisHopeFAAFlightinstructor.com/books/books.html

\@v'/% CHRISTOPHER HOPE
FAA Certified Flight Instructor
Single \ Multi Engine; Instruments
Master Flight Instructor - Certified Beech CFI
www.ChrisHopefaaFlightInstructor.com
9717 Harvard Kansas City MO 64134
816-763-5205 / 816-868-7655

thehopesChris@gmail.com
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e opmaces Jor. RAPID PROTOTYPES CAD To0 CNC

Andrew Gallaher

Manager - Douglas Tire

Q
BEB
andrew.gallaher@oadesbrothers.com T

over 25 years

Tom MCNERNEY
(B16) 209-6038
T!JMI@LAMINAHCONSULTINB.ED_I;A

L7

Be sure to visit our sponsors
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